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SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND BUSINESS STUDIES 
UNIT CODE: UCC 103
UNIT TITLE: ACADEMIC WRITING(ONLINE) 
END OF SEMESTER EXAMINATION (January – April 2026)
TIME: 2 HOURS
TOTAL MARKS: 60%
INSTRUCTIONS
1. Answer QUESTION ONE (Compulsory).
2. Answer ANY TWO questions from Section B.
3. Begin each question on a new page.

SECTION A (30 MARKS)
QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)
(a) Define academic writing. (5 Marks)
(b) State and explain two characteristics of academic writing. (5 Marks)
(c) Define a thesis statement. (5 Marks)
(d) Explain two purposes of research. (5 Marks)
(e) Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. (5 Marks)
(f) Define paraphrasing and state one rule for effective paraphrasing. (5 Marks)
SECTION B (30 MARKS)
ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS FROM THIS SECTION
QUESTION TWO (15 MARKS)
(a) Define reference list. (5 Marks)
(b) Outline  two APA referencing rules. (5 Marks)
(c) Explain importance of accuracy in referencing. (5 Marks)
QUESTION THREE (15 MARKS)
(a) Define electronic journal. (5 Marks)


(b)Outline two advantages of using electronic journals  (5 Marks)
(c) Explain how to evaluate creditability of online sources  (5 Marks)
QUESTION FOUR (15 MARKS)
(a) Define structured observation. (5 Marks)
(b) Explain two advantages of structured observation. (5 Marks)
(c)Discuss two limitations of structured observation. (5 Marks)
QUESTION FIVE (15 MARKS)
(a) Explain the steps involved in selecting a research topic. (5 Marks)
(b) Discuss how to refine a topic into a research problem. (5 Marks)
(c) Outline three characteristics of a good research topic. (5 Marks)
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