



SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
BIB 042: Introduction to the New Testament (3 Credit Hours)
Certificate in Theology (Regular Mode)
Lecturer: Lumumba Wambua
Contact: Cell-Phone: 0711 532 956; e-mail: wambua@scott.ac.ke

Course Syllabus                                                                       January - April, 2023  Semester.    

Course Purpose:
The course provides an introductory overview of the New Testament by studying the contents, themes, and theology of individual books of the NT. 

Expected Learning Outcomes:
At the successful completion of this course each student should be able to:
1. Know the basic content of individual books of the New Testament.
2. Understand the theological content of the NT and its impact on OT studies.
3. Synthesize the main themes of NT theology and articulate their significance.
4. Understand the importance and authority of the NT for contemporary life and ministry.

Course Content:
Topics covered in this course include the content of the NT books, the literary types of the NT, and the theological themes of the various NT books. Other topics covered include the life and ministry of Christ, apostolic history, and the unity and diversity of New Testament theology.
As the course proceeds book-by-book, practical applications will be developed in relation to contemporary African contexts.

Teaching Methods:
Lecture, discussion, assigned readings, maps and visuals

Instructional Materials/Equipment:
Whiteboard, textbooks, handouts, maps and visuals, video projector

Course Requirements:
1. CAT # 1. Reading Assignments: Students are expected to read and summarize the readings from the core textbooks as indicated in the course schedule.  
2. CAT # 2. Students will take CAT in class. 
3. Final Exam: The students will sit for final exam during the final exam week at the end of the semester.
4. All assignments must be handed in on the due date specified. Late assignments will attract penalty.
5. All Course requirements must be met for the award of grade.

Course Assessment:
CAT # 1: Reading Assignments 20%
CAT # 2. To be done in class 20%
Final examination: 60%
Total = 100%

Grading Scale:
	Letter Grade
	 Marks Range

	A
B
C
D
F (Fail)

	70% - 100%
60% -69%
50% - 59%
40% - 49%
Below 40%




Plagiarism and Cheating Policy
Plagiarism and cheating are direct violation of the integrity of the Institution, the student body and one’s own Christian character and are therefore expressly forbidden. Plagiarism is the act of representing the work of others as one’s own, whether that would involve their words, concepts or opinions. It is a theft of the materials as well as thoughts and ideas of another. Cheating on the other hand, is the act of violating the conditions under which work is assigned and includes any form of intellectual dishonesty, deception or process that contradicts the parameters of the work. Furthermore, plagiarism and cheating rob the individual of his/her own potentiality as well as affecting all other students by breeding an atmosphere of dishonesty and suspicion. In conclusion, plagiarism and cheating are morally wrong, sinful and are violations of the eighth commandment.

Plagiarism Explained

1. You plagiarize if you submit as your work, without appropriate citation
a. Any aspect of another person’s written or oral work.
b. Any aspect from a source, such as a book, magazine, web site or written work.
c.    The ideas, structure or arrangement of material, even if you use your own words.
d.   Any paper previously submitted for another class.
2. You are accomplice to plagiarism and equally guilty if:
a. You allow your work in outline or finished form to be copied and submitted as the work of another.
b. You give a diskette or written draft of work to another for the purpose of assisting them.
c. You keep a file of papers or exams for the purpose of giving to other students who may subsequently take the same course.

3. You are free from committing plagiarism if:
a. You produce original ideas and scholarship in all written and oral assignments.
b. You cite all borrowed thoughts, ideas or concepts.
c. You refuse to be associated with any hint of intellectual dishonesty, whether that be for yourself or others.

Core Reading Materials: 
Standard English translation of the Bible, such as NIV/TNIV, RSV/NRSV, ESV, NASB, NKJV, and HCSB. Paraphrases or amplified translations, such as LB, NLT, GNB, CEB, and The Message are not acceptable. (HARDCOPY AVAILABLE)
Burge, Gary M., Lynn H. Cohick, and Gene L. Green. The New Testament in Antiquity: A Survey 
of the New Testament within Its Cultural Context. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009. (Only Softcopy)
Gundry, Robert H. A Survey of the New Testament. 5th ed. Grand Rapids.: Zondervan, 2012. (HARDCOPY 4th Ed., SOFTCOPY 4th Available)
Rasmussen, Carl G. Zondervan Atlas of the Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010. (AVAILABLE IN HARDCOPY & SOFTCOPY)

Recommended Reference Materials: 
Barrett, David P.  BibleMapper: Map Development and Research Tool.  2006
Barnett, P. Jesus and the Rise of Early Christianity. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1999.(AVAILABLE IN HARDCOPY & SOFTCOPY)
Beitzel, B. The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands. Moody, 1985.(HARDCOPY AVAILABLE)
Elwell, W. A. and Yarbrough, R. W. Encountering the New Testament and Readings from the First-Century World [with CD-ROM]. G.R.: Baker, 1998.
Evans, C. A. and S. E. Porter, eds. Dictionary of New Testament Background. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.
[bookmark: _Toc235425742]Eve, Eric. The Healer from Nazareth: Jesus’ Miracles in Historical Context. London: SPCK, 2009.( HARDCOPY AVAILABLE)
Ferguson, E. Backgrounds of Early Christianity. G.R.: Eerdmans, 1993 (AVAILABLE IN HARDCOPY & SOFTCOPY)
Jeffers, J. S. The Greco-Roman World of the New Testament Era. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1999.
Rainey, Anson F. and R. Steven Notley. The Sacred Bridge: Carta’s Atlas of the Biblical World. Carta, 2006.
Skarsaune, O. In the Shadow of the Temple: Jewish Influences on Early Christianity. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2002.(HARDCOPY AVAILABLE)
Tenney, Merrill C. New Testament Survey. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1985.
Witherington, B., III. New Testament History: A Narrative Account. G.R.: Baker, 2001.
Wright, N. T. The New Testament and the People of God. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992.

Course Schedule:

	Week
	Class Content
	Readings & Assign. Due

	1 
	1. Introduction to course:
a. Historical background of the New Testament.
b. The Inter-Testamental Period
c. Other Developments of this period
	Ngewa in ABC, 1125-1130; Gundry,3-71; 79-89; Rasmussen, 147-200; 

	2
	2. The Literary Types & Theological themes of the NT
	

	3
	3. Classification of the N.T Books:
a. In relation to authorship.
b. In relation to nature.
c. In relation to the period they represent.
	

	4
	4. The Relationship between the N.T. and the rest of the Bible.
	

	5 & 6
	5. History & Biography-The Gospels:
a. Matthew
b. Mark
c. Luke
d. John
	Gundry, 91-108; 125-157

	
	6. History: The Book of Acts of the Apostles.
	Kisau in ABC, 1323-1374.

	7 & 8
	7. The Epistles - Pauline Epistles:
a. Romans
b. 1st & 2nd Corinthians
c. Galatians
d. Prison epistles:
· Ephesians
· Philippians
· Colossians
· Philemon
e. 1st & 2nd Thessalonians
	Rasmussen, 180-187; Gundry, 347-360; 
Gundry, 413-437.

CAT #1: Reading Assign. due

	9
	f. Pastoral epistles:
· 1st and 2nd Timothy
· Titus
	Gundry, 439-453
CAT # 2.

	10
	8. The General Epistles:
· Hebrews
· James
· 1st & 2nd Peter
· 1st , 2nd and 3rd John
	Gundry, 457-469; 473-497.

	11
	9. Visions & Prophecy:
The Book of Revelation:
· Views of Interpretation
	Gundry, 505-525; 
Ngundu in ABC, 1569-1570.


	12  
	· Eschatological divisions in the interpretation of Revelation.
	Gundry, 529-531; 

	13
	Summary & Course Review
	

	14 
	FINAL EXAM
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