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UCC 103: ACADEMIC WRITING AND RESEARCH
Sept-Dec 2025/2026 End of Semester Exams -   Time: 2 Hours. Lecturer: R. Owuor.


Instruction: 
Your responses should equate the weight of the questions to attain full marks.

SECTION A: Answer ALL the questions in this section- (30%).
1. a. Define the following terms: (3 mk).
i. Research.
ii. Qualitative research.
iii. Quantitative research.
b. Outline 3 reasons why academic writing and research is valuable today. (3 mks).
c. Explain 3 ways in which students can improve their reading. (3 mks).
d. Mention 2 ways by which a student can make a lecture meaningful. (2 mk).
e. Explain 2 skills that are necessary for students to be successful in their studies. (2 mks).
f. State and explain 2 strategies for reading in order to get the most out of a book. (4 mks).
g.Explain 3 methods that are used to collect qualitative data. (3 mks).
h.Narrate 3 major things that you need to understand before you begin the task of writing     	academic papers (3 mks).
i.Outline 3 components of a good research topic in academic writing. (3 mks).
j.Explain 2 types of plagiarism. (4mks).

SECTION B: (Essay) - 30%
 Answer question 1(compulsory), and any other 2 questions of your choice. 

Question 2. (Compulsory).
a. Discuss the 8 features that a duly completed research paper must have. (10mks).
b. Outline 2 features of each of the following types of writing formats. (5mks).
i. American Psychological Association (APA).
ii. Modern Language Association (MLA).
iii.  Turabian/ Chicago.
Question 3.
a. Discuss 5 reasons why students should reference the sources of their work. (5mks).
b. Write the REFERENCES of books with the following information: (6 mks)
i.  A book written by Alister E. McGrath, entitled Philosophy of Education: An Introduction in Oxford, and published by Blackwell in 1994.
ii. A book written L.E Maxwell and three other authors whose title is Women in Education: A Historical Look at the Role of Women in Educational Leadership in Canada and published by Victor Books in 2015.
iii. A book written by Richard Kroeger and Catherine Crossby whose title is Competency Based Learning, in Louisville, Kentucky and published by Presbyterian Press in the year 2015.
c. Outline 2 examples of research designs that are categorized under quantitative research. (4 mks)

Question 4.
a. Describe 5 ethical considerations in research. (5mks).
b. Narrate any 5 characteristics of research. (5mks).
c. Explain 5 ways in which you would organize your time when doing research. (5 mks).
Question 5 .
a. Explain 4 sources of knowledge. (8 mks). 
b. Discuss 5 purposes of Study and research. (5 mks).
c. Explain how this course would be beneficial to your teaching career. (2 mks).
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